
A fixture in the Manhattan Jewish community since 
the 1830’s, Congregation Shaare Zedek is a home for 
those drawn to traditional prayer and practice in a 
multigenerational and egalitarian setting.



WHY SHAARE ZEDEK?

Shaare Zedek is where traditional Jewish 
practice, spiritual life, and community all 
come together. Anyone, regardless of their 
background or experience, can find a home 
at Shaare Zedek.

Shaare Zedek is here to give you:
•	 Joyful and traditional celebrations of 

Shabbat and holidays
•	 Intellectual and spiritual challenges, 

helping you find inspiration and purpose 
in Jewish texts and wisdom

•	 Engaging educational experiences that 
nurture your children to embrace their 
Jewish heritage

•	 Guidance and support from our rabbi in 
Jewish ritual life and spirituality – year-
round and in times of need

•	 Access to a fully-egalitarian, lay-led 
minyan when you need it – throughout 
the week and throughout the year

COMMUNAL VALUES

We take our Judaism seriously. Torah and mitzvot are 
our cornerstones, guiding our decisions and shaping 
the ways that we pray, learn, and celebrate.

We value humility. We strive to live our lives modestly 
in service of G-d, seeking no reward. We try to 
emphasize what really matters in our religious and 
communal life.

We care. Your dignity matters. We attend to your 
needs as life happens, providing love and care in your 
time of need.

WHAT WE DO TOGETHER

TEFILLAH
• Year-round Shabbat, holiday, 

and weekday morning 
services

• Bi-monthly Friday night 
services for families with 
young children

• Children’s services on most 
Shabbatot and holidays

MEALS
• Full kiddush lunch and 

seudah shlishit (the third 
meal) every Shabbat

• Monthly Friday night dinners 
with the Chai Minyan

• Early Shabbat dinners for 
children and parents

LEARNING
• In-depth adult learning
• Dynamic and engaging 

educational programming for 
children

• Monthly shiurim on the 
parashah in Hebrew for 
Hebrew speakers

CARE
• Care and support from 

the rabbi and our chesed 
committee

• Individual pastoral and 
ritual support for any of life’s 
milestones

• Opportunities for socializing, 
bridge building across 
generations, and networking



OUR CLERGY
Rabbi Jonah Geffen has been the spiritual leader of 
Congregation Shaare Zedek since 2015. An Upper West 
Side native, he has served as the National Rabbinic 
Director for the J Street Education Fund, was a Marshall T. 
Meyer Rabbinic Fellow at Congregation B’nai Jeshurun, 
and has held fellowships at the Conservative Yeshiva in 
Jerusalem, Yeshivat Hadar, and CLAL’s Rabbis Without 
Borders. Ordained by the Jewish Theological Seminary, 
Rabbi Jonah is a proud graduate of Indiana University 
and holds an MS in Conflict Analysis and Resolution 
from George Mason University. He lives not far from 
Shaare Zedek with his wife, Julia Mannes, and their two 
daughters. 

This year, we welcome Hazzan-in-Residence Shoshi 
Rosenbaum who will add exquisite beauty to  our 
davening on Yom Kippur, and on select holidays and 
Shabbatot. We are also pleased to have Rabbinic Intern 
Irina Gritevskaya join us through the Jewish Theological 
Seminary’s Resnick Internship program.

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP
We care about what you have to teach and offer, as lay 
leadership is a pillar of shul life. Whether in the areas of 
religious life, chesed, or youth programs, the talents and 
skills of our members strengthen our congregation. Your 
contributions of time and expertise to Shaare Zedek add 
another dimension to your membership, shaping our 
community to reflect our shared values and aspirations 
for living a meaningful life.

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
For all its glitz and glitter, New York City can feel 
overwhelming and lonely to many, including young 
people who are on their own in the city. In response, 
Shaare Zedek is home to Chadeish Yameinu, the Chai 
Minyan -- a young professionals group that gathers for 
Friday night services, monthly Shabbat dinners, and 
lively holiday parties.

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
We have a vibrant community of young children. Our 
kids have a weekly minyan on Shabbat mornings, 
dedicated holiday programming, dinners, and playdates 
in the park. Moreover, we have partnered with the 
Jewish Journey Project to provide an alternative Hebrew 
school experience for children in grades 3-8. We also 
host supportive programs for new parents, offered by 
our rebbetzin, Julia Mannes, who is a certified childbirth 
educator and lactation counselor. We seek to serve you 
within and beyond the life cycle moments of birth and 
b’nai mitzvah, standing with you through the daily joys 
and challenges of raising your children.



JOIN US!
The Upper West Side is a destination for Jews of all backgrounds. In our diverse 
neighborhood, Shaare Zedek fills a critical niche as a venue for those who 
embrace tradition and egalitarianism in a humble, warm, and multigenerational 
environment. 

We invite you to support and invest in our mission through membership.

Please complete the forms included in this brochure and return them to 
the synagogue office, or visit www.sznyc.org/membership to submit your 
membership application.

Our sliding scale dues are intended to welcome you as a member at a financial 
commitment that works for your own situation. Please review the enclosed dues 
schedule and direct any questions to Lianna Levine Reisner, VP of Membership 
& Community Building: membership@sznyc.org.

BUILDING OUR NEW HOME
One of the most exciting projects on the horizon for Shaare Zedek is the 
redevelopment of our home at 212 West 93rd Street. Anticipated to begin in the 
2016-2017 year, the project will involve demolition of the current building; in 
its place, a fourteen-story building will stand, with the synagogue maintaining 
the bottom three floors below condominium apartments. The new, state-of-the-
art facility is set to be a destination for profound Jewish experience on the Upper 
West Side. While the completion of the new building is still years away, we are 
looking to the future and invite you to join us as we prepare for the next era of 
our community’s illustrious history.

CONTACT US
Congregation Shaare Zedek
212 West 93rd Street
New York, NY 10025

Main phone: 212-874-7005
Main email: office@sznyc.org

Rabbi Jonah Geffen
rabbijonah@sznyc.org

Michael Firestone,  
President
president@sznyc.org

Lianna Levine Reisner, 
VP of Community Building 
& Membership
membership@sznyc.org

Sara Marks,
VP of Religious Life
religiouslife@sznyc.org

Chai Minyan
Leadership Team
chaiminyan@gmail.com

Visit www.sznyc.org to learn 
more and to sign up for 
our weekly newsletter with 
upcoming service times and 
communal events.
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